time was reduced to from one-third to one-half or more after the hypodermic administration of pituitary extract.
We also made a study of the blood pressure before and after the administration of the drug. This was done in the hope that we might add something to the knowledge of the blood pressure of children in normal health, and also to study the effect of the drug on the blood pressure. The systolic and the diastolic pressures were taken before and after the administration by the auscultation method. A mercury sphygmomanometer of Stanton, with the modified cuff for children, as sug.. gested hy Cerstley, was used.
The foIlowing table of cases of tonsil and adenoid operations summarizes our results: Our cases, with the exception of three, were children aged from four to twelve years, to whom twelve minims of the drug' were given hypodermatically. The influence on the coagulability of the blood was profound. It was reduced from onethird to one-half. In some cases a greater reduction was noted. For instance, one case required four minutes before the drug, and fifteen minutes after the administration, one minute. Another was reduced from three and one-half minutes to forty-five seconds, and still another from two minutes and twenty seconds to thirty seconds, and so forth.
The results of our observations of the blood pressures are noted below, under conclusions.
Pituitary extract was administered hypodermatically in the dose of twelve minims to children and fifteen minims to adults, not less than fifteen minutes before the intended anesthetic. The coagulation time was taken before and again after the fifteen minute interval. The blood pressures were taken at the same intervals. The coagulation time was determined in the early cases with the Brodie and Russell coagulometer" and the remainder of the cases by the drop on the slide method. CONCI,USIONS.
1. The coagulation time of the blood is materially reduced by the hypodermic administration of pituitary extract.
2. The hemorrhage following the nasal and throat operations is much reduced, especially those on the turbinal bodies.
3. The effect on the blood pressure of children is variable. as follows: Systolic pressure was increased in 55.31 per cent of the cases, reduced in 36 ]Jer cent, and unchanged in 8.5 per cent. Diastolic pressure was increased in 35.5 per cent of the cases; reduced in 35.5 per cent, and 1)0 change in 29 per cent.
Pulse pressure is increased in 61 per cent, and decreased in 39 per cent of the cases.
